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Orange at Norval's Pont and Bethulie. In all these enterprises,
as will be seen, they were ultimately unsuccessful; but their
main effort, in which half their forces were engaged, was
directed against Natal, which was simultaneously invaded by
14,000 Transvaalers from east and north, and by 10,000 Free
Staters from the west. The Dundee detachment seized a
chance of falling upon and beating off the Boer column from
the east before being compelled by pressure against its left and
rear to fall back on Ladysmith, whither it successfully made
its escape, thanks to White's offensive actions at Elandslaagte
and Rietfohtein, in which the vanguards of the invading forces
were checked. His forces thus concentrated, the British com-
mander advanced to deliver a decisive battle at Lombard's
Kop, which turned out adversely, and compelled him to seek
refuge in Ladysmith. Here, by the end of October, he was
invested after less than a fortnight's fighting; but the enemy
fortunately failed to utilise the two critical weeks that elapsed
before the first British reinforcements landed at Durban in
mid-November, and made no attempt to push southwards
otherwise than by a half-hearted raid by a small force, which
was easily driven back to the north bank of the Tugela.
If the initial Boer successes had failed of decisive effect,
they at least hopelessly disarranged the British plan of cam-
paign as conceived by Buller, the Cominander-in-Chief in
South Africa, of an advance from the Norval's Pont—Bethulie
area through the Orange Free State by way of Bloemfontein,
the capital, to the chief Transvaal town of Pretoria. On his
arrival at Cape Town at the end of October, he at once realised
that the first necessity was to relieve the beleaguered garrisons
of Ladysmith and Komberley, and for this the forces now or
shortly to be placed at his disposal, amounting in ail to an
army corps, plus one brigade for line of communication work,
and a cavalry division, close on 30,000 men of all ranks, would
be by no means excessive. He decided therefore to assume
in person the command in Natal, leaving Methuen with 10,000
men to work up the railway from Orange River to the relief
of Kimberley, which was already, thanks to the influence of
Rhodes and his fellow-magnates, calling prematurely for help.
Methuen set out in the third week in November, fought
three successful actions before the end of the month, and got
to within twenty miles of his objective before encountering the
formidable hostile position of Magersfontein. An attempt to
carry this by a night march followed by an attack at dawn
miscarried with heavy loss, and the British advance in this area
was definitely held up for the time being. Away to the south-
east an almost exactly similar attempt made by Gatacre with a

